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SIGNIFICANCE OF COVER DESIGN

By Lt. P. TAIAPA, DESIGNER OF COVER

THE figures represent Tangaroa, God of the Seas, and signify the importance of sea-
power, making possible the safe passage of troops by sea.

Maori mythology and history make plain the importance of Tangaroa as far as pre-
paration for sea voyages, fishing expeditions and war are concerned. It is said that seven
generations must pass before full knowledge is completed in the student. In other
words, from father to son, by repetition and practice, the caprices, moods and under-
standing of Tangaroa are handed down. The stars, the moon, the winds and the
birds are a part of the study of the school of Tangaroa.

Sacrifice must be made to Tangaroa prior to the launching of a new canoe or the
opening of a carved meetinghouse. He safeguards those who cherish his teachings, fills
the nets of the fisherman and draws the food for the storehouses closer in shore thus
making easier approach to the shellfish, mullet, flounders, keke, etc.

The action of the hand holding the tongue indicates the need for silence lest the

enemy gain information.

The paddle and the taiaha shown in the design are the weapons of the strong man.
Only those tried in their use may employ them. These represent man's progress, gener-
osity and chieftainship, fearlessness in battle, generous and just in peace.

The words of the motto, ' AKE AKE KIA KAHA " —for ever and ever be
stronger in your fight "' are self-explanatory.
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THIS MAGAZINE

THERI*’. are many difficulties in the way of the production of a shipboard

magazine in wartime. Not least among them are the compulsory reti-
cences, the things that cannot be said, the places that cannot be described, the
photographs that cannot be published lest information be given which may dis-
close the route and composition of the convoy or any vital matters affecting
the transport of troops by sea,

For this and for other reasons not within our control, this Magazine is
necessarily an incomplete chronicle of a very memorable voyage. Nevertheless,
there may be found in its pages something of the spirit of the men of the Fifth
Reinforcements, Sccond N2, E.F,, and something also of the variety of the
units comprising the reinforcement,

It will be secen that the Fifth are a cheerful lot and not unmindful of the tra-
ditions behind them or of the task before them.  As the voyage has progressed,
the daily radio bulletins have told us something of the changing fortunes of war
and have given plain warning that the task is close at hand. It is the hope of the
men of the Fifth Reinforcements that they may give as good an account of them-
selves as those who have gone before them have done.

The courageous words of the Maori motto on the cover of the Magazine per-
haps best express these aspirations. We hope that the signiticance of the design
accompanying the motto will be understood.  So far as the men who travelled
by Transport 23 are concerned, we know that the tribute the design implies to a
fine ship and her crew and indeed to all who guarded her voyaging, will not be
forgotten.
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The Voyage from Home

Three Stages in an Odessy

IT 18 impossible to print in this Magazine
any detalled account of the vovage of Trans-
port 25 from New Zealand to a destination
which, at the time of '-rilins. has not yet
been divulged. That task, if it is ever to be
undertaken, must be pos until & time
when the name of the transport, the route It
followed, the ports it has touched, the dates
of arrival and riure, are no longer
concealed behind the wveil of wartime
censorship:  Bereft, then, of facts which
might conceivably be of military importance,
the present chronicle of this voyage must
fall back upon material of a different kind—
impressions that are mainly personal, though
they have been supplemented from the re-
corded impressions of two or three diarisis,

The vovage may, somewhat arbitracily,
e divided into three phases, cach one :n:ll'::‘p[
with a port of call, each one again mar
by different conditions of climate and by more
subtle differences of temper and outlook
among the troops. The hrst phase, begin-
ning from the ume when we left N.Z,
was a time of adaptation 1o a new element—
the sea, to a novel place of habitation—the
ship, and to that uniqﬁ: form of social life
which comes from the combination of a
military camp with the sctivities on board a
great  liner,

For all but the strong of stomach and the
minority of scasoned travellers on board,
the carliest impressions of the new clement
were, to say the least, unfavourable. * How
I hate the sea, ™ observed one of our diarsts
on the second day out and his mild sentiments
were repeated in more trenchant language
many hundreds of times as the ship drove
on under a leaden sky through heavy scas.
In those first uncomformble days of queasy
stomachs and lonely hearts, it was perhaps as
well that temporary relicf and forgerfulness
could be obeained in exploring the ship. H.
M. Transport 29 must, of course, remain
nameless but it is giving away no secret of

[E.H.MeC. ]

military significance to say that she was in
peace-time a luxury liner. The conversion
of the liner to the purposes of war con-
sisted, among other things, in removing the
barriers which normally divided her three
classes of accommodation, so that the diffi-
culties experienced by the peace-time tourist
in mastering the ship's geography were in-
creased three-fold. To set out Frnm one's
quarters 1o reach another part of the ship
was at first to embark upon an obstacle mce
fraught with surprise and liable to end in
frustration. Gradually, however, the laby-
rinthine ways were masiered and it became
possible o go from one point o another
without losing oneself in a series of culs-de-
sac or bringing upon one’s head the wrath of
sentries and platoon sergeants.  Gradually,
too, an _impression of the ship as a whole
began to form. Luxurious in her appoint-
ments and bearing much evidence of the arnt
of the infior decorator, she bore also upon
her many signs of her new employment.
Gun-racks had been placed upon landings
once given over to the possip and the rendee-
vous of trans- Atlantic passengers ; the clacking
of typewriters and the sharp inquisitions of
orderly room N.COSs now profaned her
guiet sanctums ; tiers of bunks stood gauntly
and incongruously in bridal swites; rare
panelling was protected from the comi
and goings of a crowded soldiery. She
scemed “ like a pretty woman who had
suddenly put on a suit of sack-cloth and stuck
revolvers in her belt ™ o borrow a com-
parison from Joseph Conrad,

S0 Near and Yet so Far

This, then, was the ship tno which we
accustomed ourselves as we moved towards
kindlicr scas and a more genial temperature,
Gradually, as the weather improved, wan
figures began to appear on deck, mess rooms
became more crowded and training, hitherto
confined to Spartans, began in earnest. |t




was in this atmosphere of Increased animation
that one morning there loomed through the
tog landmarks known to New Zealan b
repute but not to many at first  hand.
The two days passed within sight but
not within reach of those landmarks will
remain in the minds of the men of the
Fifth Reinforcements as the most tantalising
experience of the vovage. Leave could not be
pranted and lintde eonsolation could be de-
rived from the sight of our companion ship
as she moved ahead toward the wharves.
* So near and yet so far " was a lament that
was heard on deck and that was en-
tered, with variations, in so many letters and
diaries. But troops do not abandon them-
selves to useless regrers and a substitute for the
delights of shore leave was found in ex-
changing witticisms and confidences with
the occupants of liunches and dinghies hrave
encugh or impudent enough to brave the dis-
eouragement of patrol boats and approach
within hailing distance of the transport.
Such diversions cloy, however, and to same at
least it was a relief when we sailed again, now
members of one of the greatest convoys 1o
leave the Antipodes and t'lrtﬂ“h‘lﬂg}' ]
people whose warmith and enthusiasm we were
o experience at closer quarters at our next
port  of  call,

The Troops Settle Down

The next stage of the voyage, as blank
pages and brief diary entries show, was lacking
in external incidents of any consequence,
Land was occasionally sighted and speculated
ahout, escorting planes were hailed, there
were whales and countless rumours of whales.
The weather, with oaly one disconcerting
interlude, was mild. Comparative freedom
from external distractions, however, supplied
the conditions for & more intense development
of shipboard life.  This was the time when the
decks quivered under the impact of vigorous
P.T., when officers used their lelsure in pre-
paring new lectures, when sergeants-major
inveiged with something of the fire and
vigour of camp days. This, 100, was the
time when social life flourished on board ship
as it could not do while sea-legs were still
unstable, On the narrow strips of deck
dignified by name of parade-grounds or in
the crowded recreation rooms the asso-

a2

ciations of camp life were renewed and new
friendships formed. Here the man from
Kaitaia met the man from Temuka, the meris
of Auckland harbour were pitted against those
of Wellington's " mere pond, " south mingled
with north, Maori with European and in that
commingling, the Fifth Reinforcements, for
the lirst time, began 1o realise itself as a uni
of the Second New Zealand Expeditionary
Force.

The climax to this second phase of the
vurg: was our arrival in the second port of
call.  On this cccasion, the delights ot a eiry
were enjoyed, not from afar but at the closest

ible quarters and for two successive days.
q:n moast of us the city of——with its ample
parks, dignified streets and massive buildings
was a revelation.  Not less of a revelation was
the hospitality of its people.  The following
tribute to those who provided for us 1wo me-
morable days is the more striking because it
wis written with no thoughe of publicstion
“The people of —and-—have been absaluicly
wonderful and the organisation has been 100
t cent. ‘The locals certainly opened their
carts to us and gave us a right royal
weleomae, ™

Salling into Tropic Seas

So it was that with pleasureable recol-
lections and not'a few regrets we set out again
on the third phase of the vovage. With
startling suddenness we passed into tem-
peratures which few of us had hitherto ex-
perienced.  With increasing heat there came
many maodifications in shi rd life. Train-
ing went on as before but even the most
zealous succumbed in some degree 1o the pre-
valling lassitude. It was found advisable to
assign P.T. 1o 1the early morning hours and 1o
increase the proportion of lectures in the
daily syllabus. To become a mess orderly was
to underga ordeal by fire and the taking of
meals became a literal exemplification of the
Biblical injunction——*" in the sweat of the
brow thou shalt cat bread.” Hear, combined
with black-outs, thinned the erowds in the re-
creation rooms and permission for the men
from the lower strata to sleep on deck was
weleomed.  But there were compensations
the pleasure of taking on that envied summer
tan, the delights of star spattered tropical
skies, the spectacle of phosphorescent  seas




and of skimming flying fish. Day followed day
while ane almost lost count of them unil at
last as the elimax s the tropical phase, we
came in sight of white beaches fringed with
coconut palms and seas of an incredible blue
on which sailed craft of exotic shapes and hues.
We had enme in eontact with tropical civili-
gation. |

In the days that followed we were to sec
tropical life in all its amazing profusion and
variety. We were to aequire the arts of trade
as they are known to the FHast, we were to
taste exotic foods and spend our small sub-
stance on a varicty of curios, many of dubious

worth. We were, moreover, apain to be
grateful for the hospitality extended by men
Hlll.i WOmen of Our oW moe,

Ar this point the chronicle of our voyage
The
Odesay isell is possibly only begun nor do

must ¢nd upon 4 note of suspense,

we know to what strange shores we shall
penetrate before our task is completed and
we return to our homes. By that time we
shall have added much to the store of ex-
perience we have already accumulated ; we
shall have known pleasure, pain, hardship and
possibly all rthe anguish of war.

Sailing the Great Sea of Kiwa again - Maoris on Ship




VIEW FROM A PORTHOLE

Hll'l.'l.' many miles of sea lead back from my |"||_|HI'||||I|_' oy the Sun

How many miles beyond that, and our journey scarce begun 7

Till halt the World's between us and still the sale Sfray r?llq;,‘_'\-l

Behind us and between us and the ald tamiliar things.
We whoe have known ease of mind, place and circumstance,
Mow we have maken ship to sail the stormy seas of chance,

SMemory points  the pathway back alome the miles we've pone,

Hut cunnot ]I'-nlm the path ahead or the fate thar beckons on,
We must follow our pathway toits end, into the dark unknown,
Only so shall we link the path to the things that are our own.—I

Ny 7 . T T

keiping Conteci With the Convey, MNaval Signaller and Lamp,

W,



A Stout Ship

A Tribute to Transport 25 and her Crew

'THE men of the Fifth Reintorcements,
Second NZAILFE., who travelled on
Transport 2y, left that hne ship with many

impressions, but one of them, at least, shared -

by all—admiration for the unostentatious
cificiency with which the men of the Merchant
Navy discharge their task in wartime,
Many of the hundreds of khaki-clad figures
tilling every nook and cranny of the ship
|m%id not realise, until they had emerged
trom r partially dazed state after two or
three days at sea, that great liners do not run
themselves, This was not entirely due to the
daze but possibly more to the fact that the
considerable  eomplemenmt of ‘Transport 29
did their varied jobs so unobstrusively and
thoroughly that they were almost unnoticed.
It was only when the khaki tide ceased wash-
ing through the corridors and down the
companion-ways and the tr commenced
to sertle down that they began really to com-
prehend how much was contributed to their
comfort and convenience and still more to
their safety by the officers and crew manning
the transport.

As the voyage wore on, the men in khaki
and the men in the ship's blue and white
began to (ratcenise and in many of a quict
guarter-of-an hour on the foredeck ana in
other places where foregathering was permitted
young New Zealanders who had never
before been aboard an ocean-going liner came
tor learn at first-hand something of the quict
humour and salty courage of those who go
down to the sea in His Majesty’s ships when
His Majesty is at war.

At night, while the thousands of men below
decks slept, ceaseless vigil was kept above
them while below them the great turbines
cffortiessly sent the ship upon her way. Only
the grim reminder of guns mounted here
and there, of regular boar drills and, most of

all, the nightly blackouts, underlined the fact
that this was a rremendously valuable ship
carrying & tremendously valuable human
cargo through waters which, in every one of
their thousands of miles, might bring un-
expected perils either from Nature or through
encmy malice.

To the ship's crew it was all part of the day’s
—ar the night's—work and perhaps we were
all a little prone to accept it as such. Did
we all realise that these were men doing a
job as essential to the Empire’s cause as our
own of that of those other crews who manned
the grev naval watchdogs guiding the convoy ¢
Did we all of us realise what it had meant o
these men to see a fine ship treated as any
fine ship must be when she becomes a troop-
ship? Did we all of us justly assess I‘:
ceaseless vigil, the unremiiting watch and ward
kept by these men who brought vs from one
siae of the world 1o the other without deviat-
ing one hair's breadih trom unruilled serenity #
Perhaps we did not realise it when we came
aboard but on that long voyage from home
we learned 1o know Transpont 2y for a very
fine ship and her crew as worthy representa-
tives of the men who for centurics have sailed
British ships wherever there are seas to sail,
Henceforth, some thousands more New Zea-
landers, when they read ot the deeas of the
Merchant Navy will find these deeds given
special significance by their own experience
on Transport 25.

It is the very sincere wish of the men who
travelled from Down Under on Transport 2§
that she may continuc as she has begun,
triumphantly outfacing the perils of war and
that very soon they may be able to salute her
by a name instead of a number.  Ship and
crew have added once again to the great
eeaditions of their house-tiag and the Red
Ensign.

FIFTH REINFORCEMENTS

To seize the sword we drop the pen,
Secure that in the minds of men

No thought of blame we shall atrain,
Who seck o build the world again.

To check the powers of torce and lust—
Thrice armed who has his quarrel just—
We leave out home's unruftled ealm,
That it and ours shall know no harm.

Dieep in var hearts the Empire shrined,

In unity of heart and mind

Its sons in scorn of death go forth

From East and West, from South and Naorth,

United free in thought and word.
We hear the call and take the sword.—W. AL F.




FIRST GLIMPSES OF LIFE TN THE EAST




The Haka of the Maori People

Its Revival In Recent Years

Vigorous, m"-in iring, blood - curdling
in icﬁﬂn:t and voice, I,E:.' I;Iflu.n af the Maor of
pre-Pakeha days was notable for its—{ferocity,
where the weak were tossed aside ruthlessly,
and the brave and strong pranced, wheeled and
leaped, the whilst yelling and shouting with
rhythmic actions, The dance depicts re-
venge, defiance, victory, hospitality and re-
joicing. Whatever s form, ritual or cere-
monial, it did not lose its character of energy
and force.

It was necessary, then, in the days when the
Maori depended on the strength of his arm
alone, hence the introduction of the haka

rior to, in the midst and at the end of the

ttle, struck terror into the hearts of the
cnemy, accelerated the breaking point and
shattered his mormle. Many a victory was
won before the charge was made through
“ The dancing of the haka ™ before baule.

Since the arrival of the Maori 1n New
Zealand about goo years ago, until the arrival
of the first settlers, the haka t’lmilgr tradition is
remarkable as the son 1ok his father's

lace in the ranks generation after generation,
g:imilarl}' with the leader's part, only the chicts
qualify.

The introduction of Christianity brought
about the omission in the haka of the blood-
thirsty element so dear to the Maori and there

(By P.T.] |

was a fear about the period of Queen Vie-
torious's reign, that the haka would die oul
due mostly to lack of subject-matter. The
majority of the race are ignorant of its signi-
ficance, but what they lack in knowledge ro-
day ; they make up in enthusiasm.

The period during the Boer War and the
Great War brought the haka of the Maori
back to its old place in the Maori heart.
Subject-matter was in abundance main high-
ways and transport by land and sea made
possible more frequent inter-tribal visits and
thus the haka was revived through display
and competition. During these wars the
haka became the medium through which the
tribes bade their men * haere ra, haere a ™
and similarly on their return * Haere mai,
haere mai. "—" A fond farewell "—" Wel-
come home, welecome home. ™ Hence the
haka was once more danced as of yiore, Re-
ceptions to distinguished visitors, Royalties,
ete,, are lacking in hospitality if the haka is not
danced. During the last twenty years the
Maorl people have concentrated on building
|Er‘r:i hﬂhehnum throughout the :uuir:gr- mm
or t of preserving their arts
crafts, I:T: indimr:l; it has stimulated all is
other arts, not least the ** arts of pleasure ™ of
which the haka 15 the most mll:ﬂa.:‘iﬂing. as
weeks of preparation are essential,

The Haka Peruperu—The War Dance

HIS is the most difficult haka of the
Maori, danced with a weapon in the
hand. lts  outstanding feature is the

leaping action, and hilm:?r records that in the
tramning of an “ope tana,” (fighting battalion),
when in its f ing out ceremony if one
of the warriors failed to maintain his cadence
and height of the leaping, the omen was one
of failure for venture; in other words, the
action might be postponed or in the event
going forth, the knowledge that one of rthem
to act failed to qualify might demoralise the
men.

With action of hands and feet, control of
vocal force must be judged carefully as the
words interpret the motion of the whole body:.
Leaping, running, crouching, reclining ; with
eyes rolling from side to side; tongue ex-
tended to s fullest ; yells in full blast, now in
hoarse voice again once more swelling our and
finishing off with a crushing * Hei ™ the per-
formers sit back exhausted with heaving chesis
and with streams of perspiration all over their
bodies. It is more vigorating than the
usual * P.T." both mentally and physically,
because there is punch in it and great signi-

[
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THE HAKA PERUPERU- THE WAR DANCE- (Contd.)

ficance, for it means the destruction of enemies,
the triumph of one’s le and country, rest
and quietness in one’s old age.

The Maori has a saying and proverb. * Toa
tana, mate tana, toa mahi kai ma re hubu tena. "'
The brave warrior dies in war, the agri-
culturist dies of old age, " which further trans-
lated means: " The warrior goes to war so
that the people can till their land in peace and
quictness, ™'

* Ka maite, ka mate, ka orca, ka ora.

ka mare, ka mate, ka o, ka o,

Tenei te ata pohuruhuru

ﬁnm nei tﬁl-?im vﬁ:lhwhit: te m,
oupane, :

I-luulml:t.' kau Pmcwhil: te ra "

“*Tis death, "tis death, ‘tis life, "tis life

“TI'is death, "tis death, "tis life, "ris life.

Here is this hairy big fellow me”® lad.

"I'was he who made possible the sun to
shinc bright. ,

Yes, yes it is ; yes, yes itis.

Yes surely it's right, hence the sun shines
bright, ™

—

FIELD SERVICE CARD
Far the comenience of those wha find leiter writing a trial. Delete the lines not applicable

I am
Well
Unwell
Extremely unwell
S0 unwell 1 don’t care who wins the
vuddy  war.

This is the result of :
Sea voyaging.
Too much beer.
Too little beer.
Being killed by kindness.

Unfeeling words by rthe sergeant.

The food is :

Grownid,
Terrible.
Too elusive 1o pass judgment upon.

This ship needs :
Some beautiful blondes.
Fewer sergeants.
Less sea around ir.

Free beer.

I most admire :
The Hying fish.
The officers.
The sergeant-major.
The girls 1 met on leave,
You alone, my pet (for married men only).

I hope to return
When my term is up.
After the elections.
When 1 have won the V.,
My warmest regards to :
Your maother, my pet (married men
only).
The Commissioner of Taxes.
The landlord.

YET TO BE SEEN

Ch ! Egypr, Land of Body—0
And of the river Nile,

In whose bulrushes Miss Cleo
Once found a lirde chile.

The Anzacs of the Great war
Who gazed upon your charm
Were terse and to the point, for sure,
And spake with some alarm.

They called you land of sand and sin.
Of divers other things,
Of sweaty sox and demon gin,
Their note of warning rings.

But | have yet to see your Niles,
The Blue one and the White.
You raise, | hear, some noble piles,
Your Sphinx is quite a sighe.

I"ve still to see your blazing sand,
Na sin has touched me

et
But on this tr 1i I?.m: and grand,
We've had our share of sweat,
I've hammaocked on the upper deck,
I've been down in the hold,
And many sox I've smelt, By Heck !
Let's hope your sands grow cold,

“PETER."

L



Vigilance Against Air Atack. A. A. Post Silhovetied Againsi Mighty Funnel
of the Transporn.



Ship’s Companion-way

(An Aid to Beginners on the Transport)

ONH of the things most urgently required

upon a large ship, as several hundred New
Zealanders have recently discovered is an
Aid 1o Beginners in finding their way about,
The majority of them had not previously
realised that a large modern liner combines
all 1he complexitics of several large horels
rolled into one and very many of them spent
their first few days on ship frantically endea-
vouring to find their way through mazes of
corfidors and companion-ways. There may,
tor all we know, still be some of them hope-
lessly lost and trying to find their way to the
Sun Deck in order to attend P.T. parade.

The following Aid to Beginners is contri-
buted by a member of one of the batralion
advance parties.  As one of the favoured few
already in cocupation when the main body of
the troops arrived, be was called upon, for
several days, to fuliil the combined functions
of o Nautical Almanag, a tourist burcau and a
trathe policeman,  After giving varying diree-
tions to several hundreds of lost souls, the
recital appeared to him o sound something
like this :

* Take the passage on the left, then first
turn to the right. Proceed until you find a
notice reading * Out of Bounds to Troops.”
lgnore this for vou will find lots of signs like
it.  Just forward of ihis sign, ke the com-
panion-way (stairs if you prefer it), to the
Sun Deck, On being told that you are not
allowed there, don't lose courage.  Just
sncuk away until the oilicer who accosted
you has turned his back, then proceed across
the Sun Deck as proposed. Be smart and
soldierly in your bearing. Any oulward
appearance of nervousness will most certainly
bring upon you another inguiring officer,
On reaching the starboard side of the Sun
Deck, go cautiously torward, timing your
movements so that you reach o small entrance
just as the sentry has moved away. Enter
boldly, This will lead you through the
Captain's cabin, Should he offer you a

drink, refuse it and don’t let him trick you
into breaking the rule of not smoking in
cabins. By the way, slam the Captain's door ;
he likes it.

“Turn left just outside the Cabin, step
over the rope carrying the sign * Crew Only *
(it’s only there to baifle you) and proceed o
the entry marked * Hospital Only.' Care-
fully remove any badges or patches that
would indicate that you belong to an infantry
unit and walk into the passageway leading to
the hospital, If accosted, you are either an
arderly or a patient ; but keep walking, Avoid
questions or all is lost. At the end of this
passageway vou will find a pantry, Walk in,
fill & water bottle from the fee tap, then enter
the ward, place the water on the table of a
sleeping patient and carry on to the hospital
Sun Deck. Be very careful here. Nurses,
like all women, are dangerous. Speak only
when spoken to and then only about the

weather.

“When the opportunity presents  iself,
climb over the railing on the right, Here
vou will find voursell in No, 13 lifeboat,
Don't be afraid. Help yourself 10 a biscuit
and a piece of chocolate from the box under
the second seat and then hurry on. At the
first corner you will find a Vickers gun
mounted for Anti-Aircraft defence.  If you
must play, don’t fire more than hall a bele
of someone may cut up roagh. Turm lcft
from this pun unril you reach an entrance
on the left, wum right before opening ihe
swing doors leading to the officers’ lounge,
seize 8 white coat and a tray from the bar on
the left, walk straight through the lounge and
out the other end. Don't forget 1o take the
coat and the way with you as souvenirs,
They are not needed on the ship.

* Now, vou arc almost there.  But where ?
Sorry, old chap, I've forgotien where i s
you want to gao.

G. W. R



TYPICAL DECK SCEME @ Skeicher Works While Companions Hang om Washing

WNODMNTIDE SIESTA @ Sleeping Under the Weloome Shade of One of ilhe Lile-hosis,
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A Tribute to the Infantry

HE men who march often admire and

extol the courage of the men who fly,
and they are right; but the men who fy,
unless they are very thoughtless, know that the
heaviest burden of war, its squalor and irs
tediousness, is borne on the devoted shoulders
of the infantryman. All other arms, even
ships of war themselves, in many of their
uses, are subservient to the infantry. Man
must live, and walk, and sleep on the surface
of the carth, and there in the few feet of soil
that have been fertilized by contact with the
air, he must grow his food. These are the
permanent conditions, and they give the
infantry its supremacy in war. A country
that is conquered must be controlled and
administered ; a city that surrenders must be
occupied.  Battles can be won in the air or
on the sea, and the mark of victory is this,
that the patient infantry, military and civil,
can then advance, to organize e. An
immense sympathy for the sufferings of the
infantry, an immense admiration for their
do rrﬁ rseverance in their never-ending
In.&:‘ is felt by all those whose business it is 1o
assist them from the air. It would be an
ill-service to the men of the air foree, and a
foolish ambition, 1o try o raise them in
comsideration above the heads of the men
whose servants and helpers they are.  There
15 one glory of the sun, and another glory
of the moon.™

—Nir Walter A, Raleigh, * The War in the
Air," (1922).

Ever Hopeful

Contributor 1'd like to be,

Une of the lit"ry family,

But Editors are all, 1 see.

Quite hard and fast to rule like thee,

| offer prose, 1 offer verse,

But ever do you blindly curse

For whether it be long or terse.

You say my effort’s worse and worse.

PETER,

L} ]

DISILLUSIONMENT

| thought our Magazine should be,

The truest, truest, history,

Wherein oppressed could right their wrongs,
Anil comment be entirely frec,

The Editors, however, frowned,

On versions of those heads unerowned
Wit in diluted vitriol

Had, ** more or less, a Red Fed sound,™
My noble words they'd not engage

Such treatment burned me up with rage,
| straightway changed my policy

And now I'll write the Children's Page.

RELEVANT

| gazed upon the mighty deep,
My face tghe-lipped and grim,
For mighty deep it was,

—A relevant fact, because,
You see, | cannot swim.



Links of Communication

ORE thana quarter of a century has passed
since ** Allie Sloper's Cavalry ™ were the
butt for Infantry, wit (s}, In those days of
the Great War the ** cavaliers "' swore at, and
dra and cajoled mules through the mire
ol Ff:::leu or u:rm:“;he uhnd: of Egypt '.I:I:Ill
lestine, toiling wnder the worst ihle
E:ndithms o h!:[:p up a steady and I:Eicm
supply service for the Great War iroops.

They were invariably cursed for delays
and lost stores and their shoricomings gave
birth to the idea for the old Army song tha
went something like 1—

“The AS.C. get Strawberry fam,
And s rations of Ko,
Rat ali we poor biaker ever gel
’J— i'IP'l"-"-f ll'-dI Ph."

Now, in this latest war, the A5.C. is once
more the cash-and-carry organisation of the
Army. In these enlightened times the mules
penerally have given way to mechanised
madles of transport and, where conditions are
ar all favourable, the supply service will be
infinitely speedicr and more efficient than was
the case in the dark years of 1914-18 when
the Allies stood out against German Im-
perialism.

This modern means of transport has in-
volved specialised training and months of
M/T drill and technical instruction have gone
into the preparation of the sth Reinforeements
of the N.ZAS.C. Mennl, physical and
mechanieal efficiency have been  demanded
and these gualifications have been obtained to
a high degree. The result obtained is a
reflection of our enthusiasm, despite the some-
times defamatory remarks known to have
emanated from those guiding our destinics at
Trentham and aboard ship. There have been
times when we have shaken in our shoes when
invited to report to the Orderly Room—

For dirty boots, for dirty brass,
Far taking leave withowt a pass,
For slveping in the locture class,
For thinking Army Law & farce.
Varying periods of C.B. have not stilled
our ardour, however, and the boys comprising
this reinforcement will be ready to go into

A, S Coand DIVVY 51GS

action at an early date imbued with the dogged
spirit of their forebears, those mule-drivers
who did a really fine job in the last war. Having
run the unﬁu nl! military discipline and
suffered for ** the usual ofhce lies ™ they will
be found fit for the fray and they will be
known for their unquenchable enthusiasm.

Save for the fact that they were generally
regarded as the Glamour Boys by reason of
their wire mattresses and other preferential
treatment at Trentham, the Divvy Sigs. are a
little-known and mysterious attachment to the
AS.C. Some rude fellows have been known
to refer to them as arm-waving Morse-morons,
but % have shown themselves ever ready 1o
“play " when on shore-leave and are un-
doubtedly better men in every sense of the
word for their vovage association with the
ASC A first we looked askance as thee
studious youths clustered around their table
assimilating knowledge from a screeching
machine emitting sounds of varving length,

resumed to be dots and dashes,  In time we
r::fm.-d to muffle our curses, shifting .-Iijr,hllﬁ
further down the Promenade Deck, on whic
we crawl and grope when l.ilﬂnuh'ﬂ way o
night. The Divvy. Sigs, wever, don't
disturb our sleep, and being links of com-
munication like ourselves, have been k
up to a standard of efficiency that should
make them invaluable in the hield.

MNow, the AS.C. are a modest lor, despite
that fact that raw material assembled at
Trentham early in the New Year has alreaddy
shone in & baptism of beer in Maoriland and
in the aqua virginiac retailed in Australian
hostelries.  However, they are lively, show-
ing initiative and a keen sense of humour and
there will be ample opportunities in the days
to come for the A.5.C. 1o prave their versatility,

Ar all events, the AS.C. and Divey. Sig.
contingents of ecarlier Echelons will find
their reinforcements justihably proud of their
deeds in connection with the rour of Mussa's
macaroni masticators in the Middle FEast,
Eager to carry on the good work the sth
Remntorcements are ing at the bit 1o
enter the lists with their brothers-at-arms.

i FET'ER.."
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NATURE IN THE RAW
Stndy of an Ermau in Repose.

17

OUR FIRST SHORE
LEAYE

Wherever we  my
go, dalways  will e
clode on oUr MCMorcs
tond  recollect lons il
this city where no man
15 A "rl"“rli:l.'l.

“"You are weloome
here," was the slogan
that prected us on ar-
vl at ihese shores, amd
no  stone wis left
gniurned o give s
tull measure of hospit
iy,

The people of this
city opened their hearts,
homes and institutions
Ty W% moek I“'l‘il“"" rhl"
wished to pertorm
patriatic duty, but fo
please us,

{]u ~..l|:1||:|!._' WAy 1.r||I|:.
thig lovely st Wi ledt
behind the wish, thar
some  day soon, when
we have finished this
unpleasant task on hand,
wie shall pass this way
Agiing not as  roops,
but as wvisitors holiday
boond, Who knows r

La T

sth Medical.



Anzac Day at Sea
Diggers’ Reunion on Transport

NZAC Day, 1941, will long remain in the memories of the men aboard Transport 25 as a day
unigque in both is setting and its signibcance.

For the first time in our lives we celebrated Anzac Day at sea.  The day was given a still
deeper meaning by the fact that we oursclves were now Anzacs and an added poignancy by the
fact that we were then approaching places made famous by our predecessors.  No man who
listenied to the services or who atended the various functions could fail to be thrilled at the
thought that very soon he himself might be given the opportunity to add something to the
glorious pages of history commenced by the First Australian and New ealand Army Corps,

Second M. £ E. F. Pays Tribute to First N, & E F. Part of Ansac Day Parade an Board Ship.

The day was appropriately begun, as it would be in NUZ by a Dawn Parade attended by
ill ex-2ervicemen aboard the transport, both from the ranks of the fEoaiifes and trom the "!1i|'l.'~'
complement. A short address was delivered by cach of the Padres, followed by a lament played
by the ship's pipers, a minute’s silence and the sounding of the Last Post.

Later in the morning, by the use ol ihe !hll'l-.". scund system, all of the thousands of men on
board were able to rake part in a bricf but solemn observance, The O.C. Troops, Colonel
F. K. Turnbull, D.5.0., M.C., delivered the address in which he appropriately quoted the words
il Fhr.' 11..q-r_ H||11.'1'-|1'

“ They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn,
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them. ™
8



" 1 suggest to each one of you, soldiers of the Second N.Z.E.F., " said the O.C., * that
on this day, when you are celebrating the deeds of your fathers and elder brothers—soldiers
of the First N.Z E.F.—and paying tribute to their deeds as well as to their memory, that you
shall firmly but humbly resolve that when the time shall come for you to meet in action the com-
mon enemy of your fathers and yourselves, you will, each one of you, so conduct yourselves that
not one of you will shame the day, and that your pride, your courage and your determination will
enable you to add something to the already proud iraditions of our race. ™

Colonel Turnbull emphasised that Anzac Day had been set aside in N2 not as a holiday
but as a holy day. They could all reflect with pride upon the fact that the men they honoured
had willingly faced danger and given their lives for their ideals and for love of their country.

In the evening the returned men, under the chairmanship of the O.C. Troops, held a most
enjoyable and successiul smoke-eoncert. The gathering included approximately 6o returned
men who had fought in practically all theatres of war and some 30 members of the Mercantile
Marine who had seen war service at sea during the last war or who had served with renowned
British regiments.

It was an evening of high goodfellowship but, as all such reunions must be, tempered by
the feclings which the toast " Absent Comeades " must always arouse when returned men fore-
gather. Other roasts honoured were thase of the King, the Seccond N.Z.EF. and the 2qth
Division. Stories, reminisences and rousing choruses, some of them of as ancient vintage as
the Boer War, recalled to men gathered once again to battle against the common foe, the tra-
dition of comradeship established rwenty-five years ago and revived again to-day.

Those who attended the reunion were :

Ehbp'-r «—Captain |, 1. Soow, R.D., RNR. ; Suil Captaln G, F. Cove: T. P. Smandon, R.D.,
BN jhmﬁ moct Licur,, R.MN.R., -\rﬁ-d\i:rthmtlfm * Laconia,* eic.) ; ﬂ‘lil:-’lur_:ﬂ.ngmm
Llrut. RN, Ammed Merchant Crulser * Curania,” ete) ; K. Johnaton (ILRLA., N N., H.ALS, * Vancssa ™)
E. A. ﬁlﬂuthl[ﬁ‘.ﬂhﬁdﬂhnﬂmﬁm 1 rhihhm}.}' Hacker (Wiriter Chiefl PO, RN, H. M5, ** Vindex,” ete.)
E. Tomney (Stoker, RN, HLM.5. " ete) i W. Cruickshank (Stoker, N, H.ALS. * Amaterdam.” cte.)

ﬁl'hr-l'l-lll-ll {Stoker, R.N., H.ALS, * Inflexible,” erc.) ; F_n] ln:liﬁ Foley, W, ‘k’lu,"llm'u., G P, Foley, W. Kichen,

{J-l,ﬂﬂﬂl H. G. Poulton E'Hﬂ':hml Hn'hﬂ E. Me rish l‘.'a-u:lr-.lll.j Paterson (Gth Deagoon Guands) ;

W. Brereton th'l- Ul'l'rl'lmrljl. Rafle (geh K :|. W, Mison {I-lu Krrilleev) ; j Cirace (King's Royal

Rifies) ; G, Newoomb (Ravyal F.Iu'_u'.!.] ares | 's Liverpool) ; P Fﬂ.ﬂ{plil_mn} i, H. Roberts
(2gth and gyed Divisions).

Second N, 2. 1L I

Col. ¥, K runﬁtIJL 13500 MC, (Welllngron Rege.) © Le.-Cal, . M. C MeLeod, M.C., (Canterb Major
AE B Hi;.?, -.:LHE..}. L. G, Scowte Eﬂﬁhm;lll 3.}. a/Ti. 'I"kl{ Jlﬂ'l:i (4R 3?1 ﬁ:ihlg
Mlm. mluﬁ oSBT, tﬂr}.-nmhmr-.ll ., n.r {I) k mounted) ; 16162 Bunks, A. BROLE (1w

ry) i 4onak rh ] fend Div.) ; Grggr Coo, M. H, (gem & Cornish, IIIH..N. Chatham) ; 14218
UTL.{}..|H Postine, A. A. | 42 :u..gluh.r. L ta5es. CLZMY: sabsy Briceon, A. &/xsrz
T IH-.{: ﬁ:: o A u.."uil:m Hhan, R uH Fox, . y9oq (RN ; s8oby Haywand, G. ; m:.u

244 (1wt ‘Maori Hat,): 17943 | o (ALS) a8z (NERLB, 6591: Hallinger, G, V.;
'H'!!I .Ill'lhl'l.l 'Ilﬁ {and I}u.pui {-J. ]H‘n K.: 11901 Kaha, F. |, 1.|,||'H.j (Mo “-il} .q.tf.h

Kmapp, W, E..“l- m WLR.) ; G2 .|.nt_! 4171 Law « R, vofuByy (s Wi

Leves, I l Muin Dody) ; aygh "Ill T fa}ﬁ g'l tJ!.I. i) ::-lll

Martin, N. “L?. 8 ,,:H; )3 ..u||| 'Hur:h. H l.. u‘:fnl'; {1!]1]. mﬂ.m W. (and General Hos-
lh. I'.rurh-rl tlane, T El-i-m .!HH. 4o6ye Melon, W, I... ﬁ:ut Mellon, J.: 14382 Noedinen, N.

:lrhh Prince MUNL) | 41 ',rl ;r‘ug.{H?..ME} [ H.H,;a u Humﬁ.ﬂ.F{m
Girensilier CGiunrds) ; ﬁll.-giﬂﬂf ,':15;%: A BlgTd i;h:i'h? 4 Stewart, {ﬂ- LB 4:.|ng 5mn
ders, A. u,filﬁ,q.mn Sibley, F. l I tﬁl',u tewart, [0, F. ;13709 Hhﬂjﬂﬂ-. G, H. & ]

E. -I.‘IIF; NAA i. hﬂ'l Tapiri, T. lﬂta_l:hmm Bat.); 401 8 Tolbims, G, Iqll Eud t.'l:-'p:{‘Hrl o) §
§ Lo i, il Thasmpaon, W, 8, [, (4th Bar, Wel ¥i ul_u'lﬂ' iams I, l,ﬁl;{:il Min.
a'iﬂJ',:l.qnllj w}.mh . F. 16/ 440 ; 62191 Willlams, P. 16 nzl:' ioncer Hat.) : 62 gﬁ‘ﬂi’f‘?hr HLA. 8/2450
(Crago, Inl) ; 16y ‘MIHIL bg/aqo (1 Ougo.) ; 1773 Jullan, CALN.); afanay gmhlh 3¢ Affery, H
Iiﬁ? FAL); al1 1403 Grace, G.F.P, (1wt H-H-.},:ﬁrnﬂ_lml R. L., M. M. {15t King's Regiment) ; Muson, W'
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P.B.I. Writes Home

DFJ‘LH Maother,

Owing 1o the censorship, | cannot
possibly let slip, anything conceivably, which
may assist the enemy. | therefore am con-
strained to say, mercly that 1 am on
my way. The fact that | am writing
thus, makes my absence obviouws ; ather
wise ‘twould be unwise, cven that fact
to advertise. 1 cannot give an indicaton,
of our final destination, nor can | say where
| have been, or deseribe the things I've seen.
| cannot recapitulate the tales, 1 hear when
leaning o'er the rails—{Aha ! | there perecive
a slip, which may elude the censorship).

Our present method of progression, is a
matter for discretion (although | am allowed
to say, that 1 am now upon my way). But
whether by land or air or sea, is shrouded

in deep mystery, though, o relicve your
in the

apprehension, we stll  are third

- |I"I
e 4

(E. G. W)
dimension. All this we fnd, or something
similar, is necessary 1o baitlle Himmler,

You remember when 1 left ?'-mr
side, 1 promised you 1 would confide, all my

boyish pranks to you, regarding you as
GHOQ. Bu ] e vou'll realise now, 1
can’t fulil that solemn vow. To do so

would most definitely, infringe our pledge
of secrecy.

But for this 1 could diselose, lots of things
ne Mother knows, How the Sergeant-
major’s raving, about my latest style of
shaving. Of the provosts 1've placated, and
of all the girls I've dated, and about the
Colonel’s pleasure, in the locks you used to
treasure.  But none of this hot information
can be given to the nation. All that 1 ean
really say, is thut we're upon ouar 1:::-:}
Affectionatcly, therefore, 1, subscribe myselt,

Yours, P. B. L.

THE SERGEANT

(Neo commenis upon 1his  exiraci
will be read by the Editor)
SERGEANT ought to he

ﬁ a man carcfully chosen our,
and endued with valour, virtue,
diligence and experience ; he
ought to be of reverend and
grave years, thereby to ilraw
on  respect, but withal of a
sound judgment : for experience
without ir, is bur like a jewel
in the bottom of the sea, which
neither adorns itself nor others ;
he must be a cherisher of virtue
and & lover of concord, for he
is said to be the father of his
squadron, and must therefore
love them and provide {or them
as for his natural children.™

From e Ersayi u-j Frimcis

o
7

Markbam (1565~ 1627).

PROBLEM PICTURE : Is this a well-known Cabinet Minister in
War Paint or a well-known O. C. ? No prize offered for solution.
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The Dream ot Private Abou Ben Adhem

(Enter a wery pallant and dasbing Major, alre a &

(" May His Stakes Increase ™)

of Infantry, alte very gollami amd dashing,
darbing).

NB—Al Magers and all Infantry are gallant and

Major:
It is & most inspiring sight,
To see you all, your buttons brighr,
And also 1 rejoice 1o see,
You all attending puncrually,
Your gallant bearing, honest mein,
Your cars and all equipment clean,
All this, however, is known 1o be,
Part and parcel of the Infantry
Therefore, 1I'll merely trouble you,
To make a halt—thus—one, one, two,
Squad halts, salutes and recites :
Good morning, sir.  Obediently,
We are paraded for P.'T.
We trust, sir, you are fecling well,
Despite rhis most unpleasant swell,
We should be glad, sir, if you would,
Speak to the sea for its own good,
Perhaps, sir, with respect, we may,
Suggest an Order of the D‘lir'-
Pointing out that such gyrations,
Are contrary to regulations.
Major :
Most cerrainly 1 shall decree,
Such conduct as unmilitary,
And 1 shall issue a command,
That it be dealt with out of hand.
Squad :
We have no doubt the sea will see,
Its conduct is unmilitary,
Another matter we would mention.
Deserving orderly room attention,
Is the rude, unkindly tones,
Used by S-:tgunf ajor Jones,
As Infantry, we are not u
To hemli constantly l.hl.l!l:d‘,
But, in all our dealings, we,
Strive to be most gentlemanly.,
Major :
My lads, in this you are quite right,
In l:'l.'l:r}:hmg be most polite,
Rude words are for the AS.C.
Div. Sigs. or even Artillery
But never for the Infantry.
I will not tolerate this cursin’
ﬂ will deal with Jones in person ;

Major :
A very manly recreation |
Come, lads, 1s this an invitation ?
If s0, we shall get round it thus,
Include it in the Syllabus,
My aim in all things is to be,
A model Major of the Infantry.
I must, theretore, now insist,
Thar you consider yourselves dismissed,
And never mind about saluting,
Such things are merely high falurin’—

ﬂr this stage the Man Whe Comes to OGur Cabin
E ngle Day arrived and bawled ' Feet on
Floor," m’n the Editor poinied st that

fbere was a limit roen fo bix e ).

CONVOY

Black hulls against the sunset’s fire
These seek no Islands of Desire
Their's is a sterner task ro-day.,

The foam of fairy seas conceals

A hundred dangers 1o their keels

In ocean, harbour, gulf, or bay.
They span the wnrlﬁ in sombre grey
Alert I:rf night, aware by day,

Not careless of their va umt trust

S50 vulperable to evil thruse,
Unhurried, brave, the seas they roam
That Truth and Freedom find a home
Where from the ruins of the earth

A brighter future has its birth,

W. A. F

BREAK IT
DOWM —The
ml.jnr Eives
LU
_ sty

qu: trust, sir, that you bear no rancour,
Against the game of Crown and Anchor,




Maori Sentry on Submarine Guard.

THE COMPLETE HAIR CUT. Buddhiss Monk Tonsures followed Edici
Aguinst binaus,



LITTLE MAN, YOU'VE HAD A BUSY DAY -—
Twa lur members of the Ship®s Crew and the
Hard #uiiq Messing Officer, 8. Fernandes.

OUR RECREATION ROOM

TIIE very mention of a Reereation Room

gives ooe an idea of jolly little games of
ping-pong, of draughts and of patience ; of
idle  gossip  and of pleasam  reading—a
Y. MUCAL secretary’s paradise. But this s
an illusion. Our room, adjoining the Wet
Canteen, is the home of the Froth-blowers,
who gather there in unbelievable numbers.
The plf:nsurcs of writing there are sublimated
by the pleasures of drinking there. To have
written a letter in our Recreation Room is a
prodigious fear.

It is & busy room. It vies with a Chinese
stock-cxchange. Money was known to change
hands freely in those very dark days when
the Crown-and-anchor kings prospered, and
the poker and vingt-et-un games were in
vogue. Law and order in this direction,
fortunately, now prevail.  Sdll, the owners
of Housie-Housie easily make themselves
heard above any idle chatter. The resonance
of their voices encourages the belief that they

are allowed to continue in our Reereation
Room as part of their training as Sergeant-
Majors,

Our Recreation Room is also a music
foom.  Vying with the barkers of the games
of chance are the ship’s radio and a piano,
With both in action the result is a draw. The
loudspeakers never give up against the local
racket, but the piano is hammered along as a
parade ground by all who wish to practise
onc-finger  excrcises and the scales. Our
native rthythm-kings throw in their Jot at
night and, working up steam, they win hands
down by the close of the evening.

At this juncture we have a apf:ml.‘:d sci of
murals. Reclining somnambulists, perched peri-
lously among beer mugs and other impedi-
menta, clutter up the window ledges and the
shelves. It has been strongly suspected that
the interior of the piano has been used as a
last resting place on maore than onc occasion.

Ours is 4 lively Reereation Room.
G, W, M.

Boxing

A shade temperature soaring round about
the century mark failed to cool the pugilistic
spirits of men of Transport 29 and a boxin
tourney of considerable interest was iliHl_‘tj,t
Several professionals and amatcurs of note
were in the ring and keen interest was taken
in the appaarance of Ted Oxley, Johnny,
Loveridge and Jack Ford. Some six or
seven years back Oxley hailing from Pahiarua,
held the professional light-weight champion-
ship against all comers, He was a product of
lack Crowley, now manager of Maurice
Strickland,  Ford held the N. Z. middle and
light-heavy amateur titles and can siill hand it
out in good style. Loveridge has also made
a handy name for himself,

Rughy

Although Central Infantry left such good
foothallers as Jack Finlay, Colmore-Williams,
George Hart, Doug Dalton, Beau Cotterill
and Co. back in Trentham Camp, the one
only Jack Sullivan made the trip. One of
the fastest and cleverest centres the Dominion
has produced in recent years, Sullivan quickly
made All Black grade and his sensational
runaway try in the second test against Spring-

boks will long be remembered.
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FASHION NOTES

What the Well-Dressed Private is Wearing

M‘t’ dears,
1 have just had the Loveliest Nowe
from my nephew, Cuthberr, who is awa
with that Big Brave Reinforcement which left
us so recently.

He sent me some of the Cutest Skeiches
showing what the well-dressed private is wear-
ing aboard the——, but of course he couldn’t
tell me what he is aboard. 1 do think this
mystery is so thrilling, don"t you ? It did
seem to me that the well-dressed private was
wearing remarkably littde bur Cuthbert assures
me that there is s0 much more Freedom
aboard ship and everyone always wears a
Life-belt next to the skin.  That will be such
a comfort 1o us mothers, | am sure. OfF
course we have all had the impression of the

oor dears as they looked when they marched
Euwn Queen 5t 8o Stern and Purposeful and
All Buttoned Up.

Apparently Cuthbert has been spending a
grcat deal of his time in the Recreation Rooms
which | am so glad o hear are right away
from those Direadful Wer Cantcens.  Cuthbert
has been busy writing up his diary and has done
this, he tells me, almost Exclusively in a life-
I'JI:lI-IIIL He ul:;ﬂ I]“:}::u I:Im. n:lhltu Shorts are all
the Rage on rd and that scarcely any-
body if: now seen without them, E?l:n ?‘IT':E
officers wear them though of course they
must be so much more Restrained than the
men and they almost always wear stockings.
Though 1 dotl ink that it must be so embarrass-
ing to wear shorts if one tas not good legs.

Cuthbert bhas not apparently asked mf of his
officers about this but no doubt he will.  But
he did “FF that all were striving for that
Athletic Figure and that even the Quarter-
master Sergeants were trving hard for it

Bathing trunks are also very popularly worn
in all tonings from what 'Efl.:;idr:n calls Ship’s
Shandy to Mess Room Scarlet. Apparently
some  ridiculous  prejudice  exists  against
wearing them through the Officers” Lounge
but Cuthbert is on such good terms with his
officers that | am sure he would only have to
mention it. [ do feel that when a boy is
away from home, his best friend is his Colonel
and that he should be able to mlk to him
about things.

Cuthbert does not mention whether he
received the balaclava helmet and the nice pair
of woolly gloves 1 knitted him for the cold
nights at sea but no doubt the poor dear
needed them. He mentioned somewhere
that some of the men were huddled together
—no doubt for warmth. He alio seemed to
have mken a dislike to his drill though he
told me before that his officers thought he was
so good at it. He says that he would very
much like a change and it is surprising thai
the officers cannot think of something new for
them to do. Cuthbert says that he may not
have time to write again for some time as he
is 30 busy writing up his Diary but when he
does 1 will let vou know,

Yours affectionately,
AUNT DAISY.

TROPICAL

Too hat to read, too hot 1o sleep,
Too hot 1o write a letter,

Too hat to catch the tabby cat
For lack of something better,

Too hot to do a thing

Why did 1 leave my mother ?

Too hot to join the erowd and sing
Or play some game or other.

Too hot to curse the sergeant—much—
Or wish to be in heaven

Too hot to buy some coolness—such
As beers six or seven.

Too hot to work or spin a le
Or boast of girls in Perth

This must be just the hotrest gaol
On all this—earth.

Perhaps some day the heat will go
To soothe my saddened soul

But only when I'm sent below
To guard the——South Pole.

W. A. P.
24
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